
Affordable Care Act (ACA), Obamacare, 
 Cost Sharing Reductions (CSRs) – Oh My! 

 
Temperatures may be dropping outside, but the political climate about health care continues to heat up! 
With the uncertainty surrounding repeals and replacements, it can be difficult to understand the healthcare 
jargon, which can make it difficult  to make an informed decision. MeridianChoice is here to help you make 
the best choice today!  
 
Although the Obamacare cost sharing reduction (CSR) funding was terminated, your premium rates may still 
be lower.  “How?” You may ask. Check out the breakdown below:  
 
What are CSRs?  
CSRs are subsidies implemented by the Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare. They provide 
benefits to low-income members on a health plan by providing discounts that help reduce out-of-pocket 
healthcare costs. This includes discounts on deductibles, copayments and coinsurance.  
 
Getting rid of the CSR subsidies created a lot of doubt in the Marketplace for the 2018 year. Premiums for 
Silver plans increased due to uncertainty, combined with the requirement to still offer discounts without 
CSRs. However, the Advance Premium Tax Credit (APTC), the second subsidy funded by the ACA, will 
continue for 2018. Eligibility and the size of these tax credits are based upon household income and 
premiums of the second-lowest cost Silver plan. When the Silver plan premiums increased, APTC amounts 
did as well. These increased tax credits could then be used to purchase Silver plans, at costs that are likely 
close to what they would have been if CSRs were kept in place. Additionally, an individual could purchase a 
lower cost Catastrophic or Bronze plan, and have the increased tax credits cover the premium entirely!*  
 
Although the CSRs are gone, MeridianChoice still provides you with the ability to make the best choice for 
your healthcare needs. Visit www.healthcare.gov to enroll in a plan today and check your APTC eligibility to 
see if you qualify!  
 
*Based on eligibility 
 
 

                                                          

 #HealthIsMyChoice 

                         


